THE OVER-CLAIMING TECHNIQUE

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

These instructions apply to all versions of the over-claiming questionnaire and any other instrument using the technique.   Participants are asked to rate their familiarity with a large set of items, some of which are non-existent.  The instrument can be scored for knowledge accuracy and for the tendency to over-claim.  See references below for more details. 

Scoring procedure:  

There are a number of statistical techniques for scoring the ACCURACY Index and the BIAS Index.  All are detailed in: 

Macmillan, N. A., & Creelman, C. D. (1991).  Detection theory: A user's guide.  New York: Cambridge.

One simple technique is to use common-sense formulas.  

1. Calculate proportion of hits (number of real items that were given a higher rating than ‘0’).

2. Calculate proportion of false alarms (number of foils that were given a higher rating than ‘0’).

3. Calculate ACCURACY = P(HITS) – P(FALSE ALARMS)

4. Calculate BIAS = P(HITS) + P(FALSE ALARMS)

More complex scoring procedures require a knowledge of signal detection theory and its formulas.  They are described briefly in the references below and are elaborated fully in Macmillan and Creelman (1991).
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